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Marine Sciences Program

Policies Governing the Utilization of University 

Marine Science Dock, Boats, and Vehicles (6/21/07)
I. Dock

The Savannah State University dock was constructed as an instructional facility for the Marine Sciences degree program in 1988. It provides access to marine habitats, slippage for University boats, and supplies seawater for the wet-laboratory of the Marine Sciences Building.  Only activities consistent with the mission of the University and consistent with the purposes and goals of the Marine Sciences program are permitted on the dock.

1. The dock is not a recreational facility. There are no safety or life-saving supplies and equipment located on the dock and there is no ladder for water entry by individuals.  Because tidal currents are swift, the water murky and submerged objects sharp (e.g. oysters, barnacles) near the dock, swimming here is considered dangerous and therefore prohibited. The floating portion of the dock does not have guardrails and the cleats to which boats are tied.  Access to the dock is restricted to those who are authorized.

2. Instructional activities in required courses in Marine Sciences and research have the highest priority for dock use.

3. Activities not directly related to instruction or research must be described in writing with applicable forms approved by the coordinator of the Marine Sciences Program and Boat Captain.

II. Boats

The "Sea Otter", a 32-foot diesel trawler, is owned by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (hereinafter “NOAA”) and is on indefinite loan to the University System of Georgia/Savannah State University.  The “Tiger II", a 22-foot Boston Whaler outboard workboat, and the ‘Pontoon’, a 20-foot aluminum outboard vessel, are property of SSU.  The vessels may be used for instruction or research as approved by the coordinator of the Marine Sciences Program.

Utilization of the boats shall be restricted to research and activities which 1) provide opportunities for practical experience and technical training of students in marine science degree programs at Savannah State University, 2) provide support for other funded  research and research instructional programs of Savannah State University, 3) may provide support for practical experience, research and technical training for recognized institutions of education or research as deemed so by the coordinator, Marine Sciences program, Savannah State University, and 4) provide community outreach opportunities for Institutional Advancement.

Requests and authorization for utilization of boats for Savannah State University Marine Sciences curriculum activities supersedes all other requests.  The coordinator of the Marine Sciences program, Savannah State University is the official custodian of the boats and boat equipment.

Operation of the boats shall be restricted to specific persons approved by the coordinator of the Marine Sciences program.

Alcoholic beverages and illegal drugs are not permitted on any boat.  At the discretion of the designated operator, person or persons who appear to be under the influence of drugs or alcohol will not be permitted to board.

Responsibility

Ultimate responsibility for the safe operation of the boats rests with the Boat Captain (see Appendix B). It is his/her duty to refuse to operate the vessel if, in his/her judgment, conditions are unsafe. 

The Captain is responsible for the maintenance and sea worthiness of the boats and shall have the final authority for their safe operation.   As NOAA owns the "R/V Sea Otter", the Captain shall adhere to NOAA safety regulations for small boats of the NOAA fleet and will maintain courtesy examinations by the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary (hereinafter “USCGA”).

Guidelines for Requesting Utilization of Boats

A written request for utilization of any vessel (Marine Science Program Float Plan/Reservation Form; see addendum), must be submitted in advance in writing and approved by the coordinator of the marine science program or designee, Savannah State University and filed prior to any boat use.

All participants must complete a waiver of liability form (see Marine Science Program

SSU Student, Release and Assumption of Risk Form and Marine Science Program

Non-SSU Student, Release and Assumption of Risk Form).

Requests for authorized utilization of boats for other than instruction in Marine Science courses shall be accompanied by documentation describing purpose and objectives and showing method and amount of payment as per fee schedule below to the University (e.g. research) for use of any vessel.

Requests for use of the boats and facilities of the Program of Marine Sciences for activities other than regular course instruction and funded research projects may be considered by the coordinator, Marine Sciences program providing that the following criteria are met:

1.  The visiting group and all participants must be part of an organized and approved field trip activity sponsored by a school, organization, institution or agency and must carry necessary liability insurance for such trips.  Proof of insurance and execution of waiver of liability form will be required.

2.  The visiting group must have a supervisor, advisor, teacher and/or parent present (each group shall have at least two of the four) and the total number in the group including supervision must not exceed 15 persons.

3.  The group has properly scheduled the trip and has made payment arrangements with the Coordinator of the Marine Sciences Program for instruction, use of the boat and crew and laboratory use.

Boats may be used for approved activities providing that:

1.  All participants are of size and weight corresponding to available life preservers aboard the vessel.

2.  Policies governing utilization of boats are followed.
3.  Arrangement for payment has been made.
4.  Normal marine science instructional activities are not disrupted, the vessel is operational and not under repair and the Boat Captain is available.

Guidelines for Approval of Persons other than the Captain to Operate Boats
Persons other than the captain may be permitted to operate boats, if approved (see Certification and Authorization to Use Savannah State University Boats Marine Science Vessel Operating Regulations Agreement)
Transportation, Lodging and Meals

The University does not provide ground transportation, meals or lodging.  Such arrangements are the responsibility of the visiting group. 

Fees *
Payment to the University for qualifying and approved boat use other than regular curricular instruction in the Marine Sciences shall be according to the following rates:


R/V Sea Otter
Tiger

Half day
$400.00
$200.00

Day
$800.00
$400.00

*It is the intent of the Savannah State University Marine Sciences Program (the Program) to make its facilities, boats and support staff available to all qualified parties in marine education and research and by so doing to reduce its operating costs. Those qualified to use the Program's facilities are outlined in the 'Statement of Policies Governing the Utilization of University Marine Science Dock, Boats, and Vehicles'. The costs for their use by those not affiliated with Savannah State University are listed above. From time to time, there may be requests from qualified parties who do not have the financial resources to meet the Program's price for use of its facilities. The Program Director shall have the responsibility and the final authority to negotiate or accept reduced fees from qualified parties in lieu of rejecting requests. The Director may not reject a reasonable offer from those in marine education and research as long as the fees cover the cost of asset utilization. Additionally, the Program wishes to encourage the repeated use of its facilities, vessels and personnel by qualified parties. To that end, the Program Director may offer a price, discounted from the published price, based on the number of days that the Program asset is used. A dissimilar price for use of Program facilities, as authorized by the coordinator, reflects an effort to expand collaboration and external use of resources that will enhance the growth of research, education, and income generated by the marine sciences at Savannah State University.

III. Van and Truck 

The 15-passenger van (1999 Ford Clubwagon; SSU # 001) purchased by the University from CIRE (Collaboration to Integrate Research and Education award from the Ocean Sciences Division of the National Science Foundation to Savannah State University) funds and truck (2001 Ford F-150: SSU #008) purchased by the University from Title III MEB Research Center funds are to be used for activities consistent with these programs and with the mission and goals of the University.  Approval and scheduling is done by the coordinator of marine sciences or designee.  Scheduling is done by  

1. Requests and authorization for utilization of the van for CIRE activities supersede all other requests.  For other requests, priority will be given to the SSU/HBOI Bridge program and other collaborative initiatives in the marine and environmental sciences, the Department of Natural Sciences and Mathematics, College of Sciences and Technology, and other instructional units.

2. A written request for utilization of the van or truck must be submitted at least one week prior to the date of use and should describe the purpose of the use method of payment to the University.  Forms for field trips required by the office of Student Affairs must be submitted for all students according to guidelines of that office and all passengers must complete a Marine Science waiver of liability form. Non-SSU faculty, staff or student participants must be part of an organized and approved field trip activity sponsored by a school, organization, institution or agency and must carry necessary liability insurance for such trips.  Proof of insurance and execution of waiver of liability form will be required.

Appendix B. Boat captain duties and job description.

Duties.

The Captain 

1.  shall maintain and repair vessels and related equipment ensuring seaworthiness and readiness for University boat operations.

2.  shall equip and maintain vessels in strict adherence to NOAA Safety Standards for Small Boats and shall maintain a USCG Auxiliary courtesy inspection.

3.  shall be responsible for count and maintenance of operations related inventory. 

4.  shall use every reasonable means possible to become familiar with the intended areas of operation prior to an operation.  This includes review of charts, Coast Guard radio advisories, local notice to mariners and by any other means available. The captain shall check NOAA weather forecast before beginning operations.

5.  shall maintain the ship's log including passenger list, float plan, engine time, noteworthy events and any data relevant to the ship's operation at sea.

6.  must hold a passenger briefing/information meeting prior to leaving the dock to include: location of safety equipment, wearing or deployment of safety equipment, safety underway, fire, abandoning ship, and any other information relative to operational safety.

7.  must be certain that all passengers have signed a required liability waiver form.

8.  shall, in conjunction with the coordinator of the Marine Sciences Program, forecast an annual budget request for fuel, service/maintenance contracts and other expenditures.

9.  shall be available for service to meet the University's cruise schedule.

10.  shall conduct him (her) self in a manner consistent with the standards of Savannah State University staff, exercising prudent conduct.

Addendum to job description duties fulfilled beyond original job description of Boat Captain 
1. Assist in the design and installation of raw water pumping system as needed, maintain raw water system from creek pickup to the end user including but not limited to complete system evacuation and cleaning twice yearly, repair to outdoor and indoor concrete holding tanks.  Design and installation of updated filtration systems.

2. Assist students with set up and maintenance of personal study aquariums. Ensure adequate aquarium supplies by maintaining materials on hand and providing a reasonable inventory for use in the next semester.

3. Assist students to complete individual or group assignments by making available the necessary materials to do so and helping them build devices for their assignment. (=Research projects MRG)
4. Teach a lab in basic nautical terms and navigation, chart reading, plotting, the use of VHF radio and hands on instruction on docking, undocking and knots at least once every other semester.

5. Cover a professor’s absence with a lecture on seamanship or hands on boat handling instruction.

6. Maintain all relevant lab and field testing equipment.

7. Maintain the Program’s two vehicles including washing them as needed. Keep maintenance records for both. Prepare vehicles for over the road use, checking for damage upon their return. Ensure that the University receives the lowest price and applicable warranties for contract service. 

8. Handle Program purchasing and/or reconcile purchases as needed.

9. Write policy for the Program where no previous policy applies.

10. Maintain file of applicable indemnity waivers. (file now maintained by Dr. Gilligan – MRG)
11. Handle special requests by faculty for construction or purchase of specific function equipment.

12. Provide for the security and integrity of the dock and vessels through lighting, dock structural maintenance and upgrades including adequate electrical and fresh water supply. Reporting damage or intruders to campus police.

13. Make suggestions as requested to University management as to how to reduce the cost of the Program’s operating costs

14. Keep the back of the house clean and organized.

15. Anticipate the needs of a data collection/field trip for participants.

16. In the event of a special function or unusual set of circumstances, act as the supporting function for land transportation, contracting for and piloting commercial vessels for Program use and handle any details that may arise.

SAVANNAH STATE UNIVERSITY

Savannah, Georgia 31404

Marine Science Program
Release and Assumption of Risk Form
Name (print) ______________________________ SSN___________________

The Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia by and on behalf of Savannah State University, their members individually and their officers, agents, and employees ("RELEASEES").

I desire to participate in the field studies and/or research in conjunction with RELEASEES Marine Science Program (hereinafter referred to as the "Activity"); and I fully understand and appreciate certain dangers and risks may occur, including but not limited to hazards of accident or illness, the forces of nature, and activity aboard plane, boat, car, bus, van, or other vehicle and other dangers, hazards and risks inherent in the Activity, including risks associated with the transportation to and from the Activity; and in any independent activities I undertake as a participant in the Activity, in which also could include serious and even mortal injuries and/or property damage.  

Knowing the particular dangers, hazards, and risks of such Activity, and in consideration of being permitted to participate in the Activity, on behalf of myself, my family, heirs, personal representatives, I, the undersigned, agree to assume all the risks and responsibilities surrounding my participation in the Activity, transportation to and from the Activity, and in any independent activities undertaken as a participant thereto, and in advance, I release, waive, forever discharge, and covenant not to sue RELEASEES, from and against any and all liability for any harm, injury, damage, claims, demands, actions, causes of action, costs and expenses of any nature that I may have or that may hereafter accrue to me, arising out of or related to any loss, damage or injury, including, but not limited to suffering and death, that may be sustained to me or any property belonging by me, whether caused by the negligence or carelessness of the RELEASEES, or otherwise, while in, on, or in transit to or from the premises where the Activity,  or any adjunct to the Activity, occurs or is being conducted.

I understand and agree that RELEASEES do not have medical personnel available at the location of the Activity.  I understand and agree that RELEASEES are granted permission to authorize emergency medical treatment, if necessary, and that such action by RELEASEES shall be subject to the terms of this Agreement.  I understand and agree that RELEASEES assume no responsibility for any injury or damage, which might arise out of or in connection with such authorized emergency medical treatment.

It is my expressed intent that this Agreement shall bind members of my family and spouse, my estate, family, heirs, personal representatives, or assigns, and shall be deemed as a release, waiver, discharge and covenant not to sue RELEASEES.  I further agree to save and hold harmless, indemnify, and defend RELEASEES from any claim by my family or me, arising out of my participation in this Activity.

I understand that the acceptance of this release and waiver of liability by the RELEASEES shall not constitute nor be construed as a waiver, in whole or in part, of sovereign or official immunity by said RELEASEES, its members, officers, agents and employees. 

In signing this release, I acknowledge and represent that I have fully informed myself of the content of this Agreement by reading it before I sign it, and I understand that I sign this document as my own free act and deed.  I understand that the Savannah State University does not require me to participate in this Activity, but I want to do so despite the possible risks and despite this release.  I further state that I am at least 18 years of age and fully competent to sign this Agreement; and that I execute this release for full adequate and complete consideration fully intending to be bound hereby.  

THIS IS A RELEASE OF LEGAL RIGHTS.  READ AND BE CERTAIN YOU UNDERSTAND IT BEFORE SIGNING. 

STUDENT/PARTICIPANT:



WITNESS:

Signature of Participant



Signature/Witness

Print Name







_________
Date

__________________________________________________________________

Permanent (not University) address

City    
 State  
   ZIP

In case of accident or illness notify:

______________________________________________________________

Name, address




City    
 State  
   ZIP

phone # _(____)____________________
_____________________________
___________
____________

Student (or parent/guardian) signature
Date
Birth date

SAVANNAH STATE UNIVERSITY

Savannah, Georgia 31404
Marine Science Program
Release and Assumption of Risk Form (minors)
THIS RELEASE executed by 




, the parent of _________________________________ (name of child) SSN_________________ whose address is: 











, to The Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia by and on behalf of Savannah State University, their members individually and their officers, agents, and employees ("RELEASEES").

In executing this release I understand and agree that I (or my child) weighs at least ninety (90) pounds. I further agree and understand that if I am a parent of a child seeking to participate in the herein described activities in executing this document   
I desire to (or have my child) participate in the field studies and/or research in conjunction with RELEASEES Marine Science Program (hereinafter referred to as the "Activity"); and I fully understand and appreciate certain dangers and risks may occur, including but not limited to hazards of accident or illness, the forces of nature, and activity aboard plane, boat, car, bus, van, or other vehicle and other dangers, hazards and risks inherent in the Activity, including risks associated with the transportation to and from the Activity; and in any independent activities I undertake as a participant in the Activity, in which also could include serious and even mortal injuries and/or property damage.  

Knowing the particular dangers, hazards, and risks of such Activity, and in consideration of being permitted to participate in the Activity, on behalf of myself, my family, heirs, personal representatives, I, the undersigned, agree to assume all the risks and responsibilities surrounding my participation in the Activity, transportation to and from the Activity, and in any independent activities undertaken as a participant thereto, and in advance, I release, waive, forever discharge, and covenant not to sue RELEASEES, from and against any and all liability for any harm, injury, damage, claims, demands, actions, causes of action, costs and expenses of any nature that I may have or that may hereafter accrue to me, arising out of or related to any loss, damage or injury, including, but not limited to suffering and death, that may be sustained to me or any property belonging by me, whether caused by the negligence or carelessness of the RELEASEES, or otherwise, while in, on, or in transit to or from the premises where the Activity,  or any adjunct to the Activity, occurs or is being conducted.

I understand and agree that RELEASEES do not have medical personnel available at the location of the Activity.  I understand and agree that RELEASEES are granted permission to authorize emergency medical treatment, if necessary, and that such action by RELEASEES shall be subject to the terms of this Agreement.  I understand and agree that RELEASEES assume no responsibility for any injury or damage, which might arise out of or in connection with such authorized emergency medical treatment.

It is my expressed intent that this Agreement shall bind members of my family and spouse, my estate, family, heirs, personal representatives, or assigns, and shall be deemed as a release, waiver, discharge and covenant not to sue RELEASEES.  I further agree to save and hold harmless, indemnify, and defend RELEASEES from any claim by my family or me, arising out of my participation in this Activity.

I understand that the acceptance of this release and waiver of liability by the RELEASEES shall not constitute nor be construed as a waiver, in whole or in part, of sovereign or official immunity by said RELEASEES, its members, officers, agents and employees. 

In signing this release, I acknowledge and represent that I have fully informed myself of the content of this Agreement by reading it before I sign it, and I understand that I sign this document as my own free act and deed.  I understand that the Savannah State University does not require me to participate in this Activity, but I want to do so despite the possible risks and despite this release.  I further state that I am at least 18 years of age and fully competent and authorized to sign this Agreement; and that I execute this release for full adequate and complete consideration fully intending to be bound hereby.  

THIS IS A RELEASE OF LEGAL RIGHTS.  READ AND BE CERTAIN YOU UNDERSTAND IT BEFORE SIGNING. 

STUDENT/PARENT:



WITNESS:

_____________________________

Name of Student 

Signature of Parent/Legal Guardian 


Signature/Witness

Print Name







__________________

Date

Certification of weight requirement: _________________________________

                                                           Parent/ Teacher signature (Please Circle).

__________________________________________________________________

Permanent (not University) address

City    
 State  
   ZIP

In case of accident or illness notify:

______________________________________________________________

Name, address




City    
 State  
   ZIP

phone # _(____)____________________
SAVANNAH STATE UNIVERSITY

Savannah, Georgia 31404


Marine Science Vessel Operating Regulations Agreement

Operator Name_____________________________


The ultimate responsibility for safe operations and the safety of the passengers rests with the boat operator. It is the duty of the operator to refuse to operate the boat if conditions are unsafe and to refuse boarding to anyone the operator deems to appear to be under the influence of drugs or alcohol.

Vessel operators must understand and obey all local, state and federal regulations concerning vessel usage and operation. Vessel operator will be solely responsible for violation of any regulation.

A float plan (attached) must be approved by the Coordinator of the Marine Science Program and Boat Captain. Scheduling boat usage should be done well in advance by submitting the float plan for approval.

Accidents, damage or injury must be reported immediately to the Marine Science boat captain. In the event of a life-threatening event underway, the Coast Guard must be contacted immediately by cell phone or marine VHF channel 16. For assistance in the event of a mechanical breakdown contact the Marine Science boat captain or call Sea Tow by cell phone or marine VHF channel 16. Damage and/or injury due to operator negligence will be the sole responsibility of the operator.

Vessels may be operated only from dawn to dusk unless prior approval has been given by the Marine Science boat captain for after hours operation. Snorkeling and scuba diving are not permitted from University vessels without the presence of a Coast Guard licensed captain.

It is the operator’s responsibility to plan fuel requirements for authorized trips and to make the necessary arrangements for fuel with the Marine Science boat captain. The University will not be responsible for unauthorized fuel purchases. The vessel operator is responsible for spills while fueling and must be sure that no one is smoking near the fueling operation.

As it is against University policy and against federal law to possess illegal drugs and/or to consume alcohol while on the water, the operator is responsible to verify that these substances are not consumed on University vessels.

The operator may obtain a copy of the Marine Science collection permit from the Marine Science boat captain if fishing will be conducted as part of the approved float plan. In lieu of a collecting permit, the operator shall see to it that everyone on board is in possession of a Georgia State fishing license and adheres to its restrictions.

Failure to comply with these regulations shall be cause for revocation or restriction of boating privileges.

I have read the above Marine Science Program Vessel Operating Policy and by my execution of this document I agree to comply with all the aforemention and any and all applicable regulations and federal and state law.

Operator name and signature:___________________________________________Date:____________ 

SAVANNAH STATE UNIVERSITY

Savannah, Georgia 31404

Certification and Authorization to Use Savannah State University Boats 
All persons wishing to operate SSU vessels must be certified. The certification program is intended to ensure the safety of those persons involved in vessel activities. To become certified the following requirements must be met:

1.      A boating course taught by the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary or approved state or federal agency must be completed and submit proof of completion to _________. 

2.      Must be of good physical condition. 

3.      Must be at least 18 years of age.

4.      Must demonstrate knowledge of boat operations, local waterways, and familiarity with area charts, tides and boating safety as a crew member/operator with a qualified boat operator/ captain for a minimum of five trips.

5.      Must complete a Red Cross first aid course and submit proof of completion.

Boat Captain signature_______________________________ Date ________
Coordinator, Marine Science, signature_____________________________Date_______
SAVANNAH STATE UNIVERSITY

Savannah, Georgia 31404

Marine Science Program Float Plan/Reservation Form

Reservation Process:  Discuss with boat captain, complete form, obtain approval from Coordinator, keep a copy for your records 

Date Submitted: ___    /      /___       

Date(s) of Use:
 ______     ____
 
Vessel Requested:


Sea Otter 

Tiger II                   Pontoon
Vessel Operator  _______________________________________

Chief Scientist  ________________________________  


Participants:  (use additional page, if necessary)
Reason for use (justification) :  (use additional page, if necessary)
Destination,  general area of operation, and preferred tide stage time and objectives of mission: (use additional page, if necessary, OR explain in detail to boat operator ahead of time.)
Method of payment (account name and number, attach check request copy) if not for MS degree program coursework.:

*Required equipment on board:
A Personal Flotation Device is required for each individual on board, throwable device, fire extinguisher, whistle or horn, anchor, oar, visual distress signal, first aid kit, and a handheld VHF radio.

The Vessel operator is also required to check the weather forecast and current radar image or loop on the Web and log out on the status board prior to departure and log in after return.  
Coordinator Approval signature__________________________ Date ______________
Marine Science Coast Camp

Savannah State University
RELEASE, WAIVER OF LIABILITY, AND COVENANT NOT TO SUE
(READ CAREFULLY BEFORE SIGNING)
I certify that I am the parent or legal guardian of _______________________________________.  I hereby acknowledge that my child’s participation in the ______________________ at Savannah State University may involve risks of property damage and bodily injury.  The program will include short courses and fun activities, including ________________________________________________. I agree that I will discuss with my child the importance of following all instructions and guidelines of the staff of the ____________________________________.  Risks include, but are not limited to, falling, tripping, exposure to heat and sun and risks associated with other recreational and classroom activities.  I hereby assume any and all such risks.

For the sole consideration of the Savannah State University allowing my child to participate in this program, I hereby release and forever discharge the Savannah State University, the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia, their members individually and their officers, agents and employees from any and all claims, demands, rights and causes of action of whatever kind that I may have either in my own behalf or in my capacity as legal representative of the child either arising from or by reason of any personal injury or property damage resulting from or in any way connected with my child’s participation in this program.

I further covenant and agree that for the consideration stated above I will not sue the Program, the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia, its members individually, its officers, agents, or employees for any claim for damages arising or growing out of my child’s voluntary participation in this program.






I understand that the acceptance of this Release, Waiver of Liability and Covenant Not to Sue by the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia shall not constitute a waiver, in whole or in part, of sovereign or official immunity by said Board, its members, officers, agents and employees.

I certify that my child will be participating in the program with my full knowledge and consent and that I have read and understood the above.

SIGNATURE (PARENT/GUARDIAN)  ______________________________________________

PRINTED NAME ____________________________________   DATE ____________________

RELATIONSHIP TO PARTICIPANT  _______________________________________________

Savannah State University

LIABILITY RELEASE HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT

For Off-Campus Field Trips/Activities  Involving Minors

THIS RELEASE executed on behalf and in connection with 




        [Name of Participant], whose address is: 











, to Savannah State University, the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia, their members individually and their officers, agents, and employees ("RELEASEES").

I desire to have my child or guardian to participate in the following activity/trip (date/time/destination/purpose): 





             



____

(hereinafter referred to as the "Activity");  and I fully understand and appreciate the dangers, hazards and risks inherent in the Activity, including risks associated with the transportation to and from the Activity; and in any independent activities I undertake as a participant in the Activity, in which also could include serious and even mortal injuries and/or property damage.  

Knowing the particular dangers, hazards, and risks of such Activity, and in consideration of being permitted to participate in the Activity, on behalf of myself, my family, heirs, personal representatives, I, the undersigned, agree to assume all the risks and responsibilities surrounding my participation in the Activity, transportation to and from the Activity, and in any independent activities undertaken as a participant thereto, and in advance, I release, waive, forever discharge, and covenant not to sue RELEASEES, from and against any and all liability for any harm, injury, damage, claims, demands, actions, causes of action, costs and expenses of any nature that I may have or that may hereafter accrue to me, arising out of or related to any loss, damage or injury, including, but not limited to suffering and death, that may be sustained to me or any property belonging by me, whether caused by the negligence or carelessness of the RELEASEES, or otherwise, while in, on, or in transit to or from the premises where the Activity,  or any adjunct to the Activity, occurs or is being conducted.

I understand and agree that RELEASEES do not have medical personnel available at the location of the Activity.  I understand and agree that RELEASEES are granted permission to authorize emergency medical treatment, if necessary, and that such action by RELEASEES shall be subject to the terms of this Agreement.  I understand and agree that RELEASEES assume no responsibility for any injury or damage, which might arise out of or in connection with such authorized emergency medical treatment.

I understand that I am fully responsible for taking appropriate precautions, including the carrying of appropriate medication and the wearing of appropriate clothing while participating in this Activity.  I represent that my child is physically able, with or without accommodation, to participate in this Activity, and able to use the equipment and/or supplies described above.

It is my expressed intent that this Agreement shall bind members of my family and spouse, my estate, family, heirs, personal representatives, or assigns, and shall be deemed as a release, waiver, discharge and covenant not to sue RELEASEES.  I further agree to save and hold harmless, indemnify, and defend RELEASEES from any claim by my family or me, arising out of my participation in this Activity.

In signing this release, I acknowledge and represent that I have fully informed myself of the content of this Agreement by reading it before I sign it, and I understand that I sign this document as my own free act and deed.  I understand that the Savannah State University does not require me to participate in this Activity, but I want to do so despite the possible risks and despite this release.  

THIS IS A RELEASE OF LEGAL RIGHTS.  READ AND BE CERTAIN YOU UNDERSTAND IT BEFORE SIGNING. 

STUDENT/PARTICIPANT:



WITNESS:

Signature of Parent or 


 

Signature/Witness

Guardian of Minor

Print Name







Date
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